
 Choosing the right dog for you! 

Choosing a new dog can be hard for both new dog owners and experienced dog owners. 
Do you want a big dog, a small dog? One that sheds one that doesn’t? Curly hair, straight 
hair, long hair or short hair? There are millions of factors that go into choosing your first 
dog and this article is all about making sure you make the right choice.


Size of your dog: 

So I think the first factor that owners need to take into account is the size of your new 
dog. This can depend on your own personal preference but it can also depend on the 
space you have available to keep your dog happy. All dogs need enough space to walk 
around but some dogs will need less space than others along as you can still provide 
your dog with enough exercise. Smaller dogs such as pugs and dachshunds typically 
don’t need as much space as they are fairly low maintenance. Although having a small 
apartment or small garden doesn’t necessarily mean you can’t have a large dog. 
Greyhounds are surprisingly low maintenance and don’t need much exercise as some 
other dogs, so they are a suitable apartment dog. There are lots of small dogs that still 
need lots of space which would mean they are not suitable for apartment living, these 
include Beagles, Jack Russells, Bloodhounds, Spaniels and many more, so make sure 
when choosing a dog, you have enough space to meet their needs. 


Exercise needs: 

Moving onto the amount of exercise your dog needs is also an important factor as to 
which type of dog you should choose. Can you provide your dog with as much exercise 
as they need but also is your life style too active for this type of dog? Here is a list of dogs 
that need a lot of exercise. Siberian Huskies: these dogs were bred to pull sleighs and run 
hundreds of miles a day, so of course these dogs will need lots of exercise to have a 
happy and healthy life style. Labrador Retrievers need a lot of space as they are a very 



athletic breed of dog and most of them love the water, meaning these dogs will need lots 
of exercise to keep them healthy and happy. If you are able to meet these dogs needs by 
providing them with long walks, space to run and just lots of exercise then these are the 
dogs for you! Of course there are lots of other breeds which are great dogs if you want 
one that has lots of energy such as German Shepherds, Australian Shepherds, Pointers 
and many more! If high energy dogs aren’t for you and you’d rather a low energy dog then 
here are some of the dogs that might be right for you. Basset Hound, French Bulldog, 
English Bulldog, Chow Chow, Cavalier King Charles Spaniel and many more. All dogs 
require exercise and it is important you are able to provide this for your dog, whether you 
choose a Husky or an English Bulldog they will still need a walk whether a 15 minutes or 
two hours.


Time: 

The next factor which can be very important to consider is the time you have available for 
your dog. All dogs require a lot of work with walking, feeding, grooming, along with just 
spending time with your dog on the sofa. They need to feel loved and to do this you need 
to make sure you are able to meet the dogs requirements. If you are working full time ,and 
still want a dog then here are the dogs that are better at being left alone than others:  
Basset Hounds, Chihuahuas, French Bulldogs, Greyhounds and Whippets. So if you work 
full time or for long hours and want to have a loyal companion these are the dogs for you, 
Although these dogs are able to be left alone, they still need the basic needs such as food 
and water and they need someone to come home and make time for them. Some dogs 
such as Labrador Retrievers, German Shepherds, Border Collies and Golden Retrievers 
require lots of attention in terms of exercise and social interaction, so for people that work 
long hours or go out a lot these dogs would not be the best option. However, if you can 
provide your dog with lots of exercise, social interaction and time, then you should 
consider these dogs!


Grooming: 

You should also consider grooming. This can also effect whether you choose a long 
haired or short haired dog and whether you choose a dog that sheds or doesn’t. A non 
shedding dog will generally be less work with brushing depending on their coat. Some 
dogs that don’t shed include, Maltese Terrier, Shih Tzu, Portuguese Water Dog, Poodle, 
Cockapoo, Bichon Frise, Yorkshire Terrier and many more. Some of these dog may 
occasionally loose hair but its a lot less than other breeds of dog. These low shedding 



dogs that I listed will still need the occasional brush to keep their coat healthy along with 
occasional washes and they may also need their fur trimming, depending on the breed of 
dog. For example, a Poodle’s hair grows quickly, so most owners will choose to get them 
trimmed.


Lifestyle: 

Something else you should try to consider when choosing your new dog is if you have 
children, what dogs will suit your lifestyle and if you have cats or even other dogs! Some 
dogs will be better suited to young children than others. For example Golden Retrievers 
are known for being friendly giants, they have a big heart, are very loyal and are great with 
children! Labrador Retrievers are also a great dog if you have children, they are playful, 
patient, loving and protective. They are also extremely intelligent and take well to training! 
Irish Setters, Vizlas, Newfoundlands, Border Collies, Bull Terriers, Beagles and Bulldogs 
are also great family dogs! Lots of people will say you can’t have a cat and a dog, but 
they are mistaken! We can’t guarantee that all the dogs on this list will be okay with your 
cat as it does depend on your dogs personality, but here are the dog breeds that are most 
likely to tolerate or even love your cat. Beagles, Golden Retrievers, Basset Hounds, 
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels, Pugs, Bichon Frise and Shih Tzu. It’s important to 
introduce your new puppy to the cat as soon as possible so they get used to having the 
cat around and they know that the cat is in charge.This will decrease the chance of your 
dog chasing the cat. We are not saying that other dog breeds won’t like your cat but 
these are just the ones that are known for being the most tolerant.


Summary: 

These are the basic factors that you will need to consider when choosing your new 
puppy, depending on your lifestyle you may need to consider others as well. There are 
thousands of different dog breeds out there, so choosing the right dog for you can be 
quite challenging but great fun. I hope this article has helped your decision in choosing 
the best new friend for you! 


Come back to find more articles to help you with training tips, travelling tips with your pup 
and many more! 


To stay updated on any new articles or information go and have a look at PawsandAllbox 
on Instagram or Facebook. 


